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1) 
The following is a summary of key discussion and/or decision points made at the meeting.  The agenda is attached.  

2) On the question of whether this study will provide all that a state will need to address a new 8-hr ozone nonattainment area, key points included:  

a) study focuses on attainment demonstrations for traditional areas with early information to inform transitional/traditional decisions, 

b) will need to continue to evaluate as guidance becomes clearer,

c) could evaluate effect of NOx SIP Call by modeling it with a GCOS episode, and 

d) some concerns about diverting our attention with the NOx SIP Call.  

3) Tentatively chose the September 1997 as first GCOS episode.  Will finalize decision on next call after assessment of extending length to better capture Baton Rouge episode and what this episode does for Port Bienville MS.  

4) The episode selection work will be enhanced with the addition of 1998 data, use of 1996-1998 design values, consideration of how recommended episodes match up with Louisiana episodes, and consideration of Port Bienville MS (with the caveat that the short data record there will make the assessment problematic).  This work will be used to select the second and third new GCOS episode.  

5) The Phase I July 1995 episode is not a first choice episode nor is it likely to be chosen for the next two.  However, it does supply additional robustness to any analysis, but using it in a control strategy sense will require extra resources.  

6) Model performance for the July 1995 episode is deemed complete for the purposes of using it in Phase I sensitivity work.  Additional improvements would be pursued only if the episode were chosen for definitive control strategy evaluation.  

7) Key decisions on conducting phase I sensitivity analyses with the July 1995 episode included:  

a) use 1999 as future year, 

b) apply sensitivities to an expanded Grid C (expand west to border of Grid 2, 

c) limit number of sensitivity runs associated with exploring NOx vs. VOC sensitivity to conserve resources, 

d) consider some diagnostic, learning runs to design Phase II grid structure, and 

e) finalize list of runs on next conference call.  

8) The question was raised about using GCOS to identify data gaps and plan for studies to fill those gaps.  It was decided not to divert project resources for such purposes, but we will all continue to seek such insights as they become evident and we may pursue efforts to remedy shortfalls externally.  

9) The domain structure was discussed and various recommendations for enlarging Grids C and 2 were made.  SAI will develop a few options and we will discuss these on the next call and iterate to a decision in the next few weeks.  

10) A Web site to facilitate our review of data and results and to facilitate data transfer was recommended.  This will be scoped and considered.  

11) SAI will prepare a brief technical memorandum summarizing activities that the states can undertake in the area of emissions inventory development to support GCOS and other modeling work.  The recommendations will focus in three areas:  

a) basic county level base year inventory, 

b) episode specific inventories, and 

c) future year projection inventories.  

12) The next conference call was scheduled for 3-5 PM EST on Thursday January 14, 1999.  Tom Rogers will seek a call-in number.  

13) The study name will be Gulf Coast Ozone Study (GCOS) based on an informal vote, subject to affirmation by the Policy Group.  

14) Chris Howard, Tom Rogers, and John Jansen will be tri-chairs of the Technical Committee.  

15) The next meeting is to be determined.  Locations include Pensacola, Gulfport, and New Orleans, since meeting support (copying etc.) is available.  A noon to noon format was suggested.  

16) The master participants list has been updated and is attached.  

17) The meeting adjourned at 4:00 PM.  

